THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

accurate, it would have been utterly impossible to
carry on any business. To this testimony must be
added that of Mr. Ernest Brown, Secretary of State
for Scotland, who in a speech at Glasgow on Decem-
ber 6 repudiated the statement that between Sep-
tember 7 and 15 'Hitler took London and didn't
know it.' The statement was in fact 'fantastic non-
sense5 according to a 'high official of the R.A.F.5
quoted by the aeronautical correspondent of The
Times on January i, 1941. Hitler was, in fact, no-
where near taking London. Mr. IngersolFs argu-
ment that if Hitler had been prepared to go on losing
200 aeroplanes a day for five days longer London
would have been bombed and burned out of exist-
ence, that the Royal Air Force ewere weakening5 at
the end of the fateful eight days and that they could
not have gone on shooting down enemy machines at
that rate, is one from which those who know the Air
Force must record dissent. As Mr. Churchill said
in his congratulatory message of September 16, the
strength of the Fighter Command was very far from
being fully deployed on September 15.
The Raids of October 15 and Afterwards
It is common ground at any rate that the great
victory of the Royal Air Force on that day had a
vital influence upon the outcome of the Battle of
Britain. London itself was still to have its tribula-
tions. Just a month later, on October 15, it sus-
tained the heaviest attack yet launched upon it at
night. According to a German official statement of
October 16 a thousand aeroplanes were used in this